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MARK ROTHFIELD HAS A BLAST IN THIS HIGH=SPIRITED
25-FOOT FAMILY RACER/CRUISER.

sl sail with Kerli Corlent is never dull,
In comditions that weould have other boat
retailers reaching for the reeling lings, or
their mobile phones 1o cancel, the Sailing
Scene owner gleclully pocks the spinnaker.
IU's a <ign of his confidence in the Greg Elliot-designed
trailer sailers thatl he sells,
My first experience came with the Ellioe 5.9 day
racer back in 1991, A wild westerly was throwing 4
O-knot punches like Mike Tyson, and one of thern cuught us
flush one the ehin, Navening the craft in an instant
“Heawater spewed imo the cockpit and the huall
convilsed madly beneath the gyrating rig. the mast tip only
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inches from the waves,” 1 wrote at the time, “Clinging
white-knuckled (o the windward zunwale [ began o think
that setting the spinnaker had non been such a good idea ™

Al thus it was with some wepudation that | bosrded
Cuorlett™s new Ellote 770 and headed omao o white-capped
Pinvwaster, Bigger boat, bigezer rig, bigger spinnaker, black
nor-caster .. same resull. As Corlett called 1 ve lost the
steering”, the hull carcered onto its gunwale and the boom
began skating across the waler. De ja vu.

The hull settled briefly at 807, and all thoughts wrned o
self preservation. Every man for himsell, 1'd long since
thrown the spinnaker sheet so [ could concentrate on staying
aboard, Corlen’s 1 2-year-old son, Dan, was next o me,
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clutching a trning Mock
tor-dear life, i

With the squall siill
Prnning us down, the hull
shuddered between the
duelling forces of 1l rig
and heavily ballasted bulb
centreboard. Nothing gave
way and strangely there
wias 1o panic on board. We
all knew that the Ellion
would evenually pick
itself up from the canvas,

This it indeed did,
groggily at first as it shook saltwater from its sails, then
mure purposefully. At around 45° heel the rudeder regained
bite and we bore away. The sails were re-sheeted and the
TT0 resumed its wild, surging gallop as though nothing hadl
happened. It had survived this examination of structural
inegrity with flying colours.

Such wipeouts won't be common, nor are they the resull
of design fault. It was crew error, nothing more. When we
were better prepared for gusts — Kerli signalling the amrival
with a "3-2-1, GUST!" coumdown — the big TS skimmed
cross the waves like a skiff, with spray cascading from the
bow in great solid sheets. Speed bursts in the low-teens
wiere unravelled with relative ease.

Upwind performance was equally impressive, if not as
clectrifying. After quelling the kite, we settled onto the
work, Kerli managing the main and tiller while we perched
on the gunwale — it loves weight out wide. Speeds of
around six knots were achieved and it seemingly pointed
high. Tacking, too, was fast since the headsail is small and
easily managed. This ability was confirmed a few hours
later in the Pittwater twilight race, in similar conditions and
against a strong and varied fleer. Starting slightly late but
the windward end. the 770 powered through the [ield, We
were third at the windward mark, behind the JOG champion
Ciingerbread Man and an Elliott 7 — more imponantly,
from the skipper's perspective, we had blown away the
Elliown 780 Blown Away, owned by builders Darren and
MNicky Schofield.

It weas a temporary measure, though, for they came back
al us on the reaching leg by being privy o a privale gust,
We rounded the final mark with horms locked, a four mile

run o the finish remaining, The two boats continued their
privite war, leaving Gingerbread Man and the 7 in their
wakes. Al times we'd hold a parrow lead, then they'd claw
back at us — gusts were proving the deciding factor,

A fate would have i, Blown Away Enlhl‘.ﬂ.‘d the last %l the iaterion i threadbare in ﬁ.‘r—:‘p."uy uthl filae L TR
vist and thieved the gun from under our noses by a mere e v mmrove vinaan e i i v o0ber Bop-level macens
byaaltf bt ||.'ﬂ;.'Ef1. A E::ﬁrny Pur seconds m:pur;uing us after a s'rn'.zrm"_u a'rm:.:_.,rl'.'ﬁ fenwn nfr'..i;"u.&.q_.,;,

s0) prpnute drag race! Owr skipper looked a tad tormented,
Hponsph over the season he's tasted success more often than

sl Thie 7700 is scraeh boal >
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“We didn’y set out 1o beat the TR0 when we
comimssioned the design from Greg Ellion,” Corlen
explaing, "N jusi happens that in most airs we're 2« faa.”

e aim of the 770, rather, is w appeal to families who
enjoy one-design ricing and want live-aboand facilities for
occasionil cruising. Corleit sees no overlap with the other
Elhions, saying that the 7 was more a daysailer (it lscks a
galley) while the 78D was a development class with
associated gher costs and complications,

Tts visual links with the 7 are apparent in the hull shape,
however. Elliow simply stretched the bow and stern then
employved the same deck. adding T0cm 1o the cockpit. It is
proportismnally namrower on the woterline and slightly mome
rockened, while the increase i volume allowed him 1o
bobster ballast by 110kg and sail aren by around 30%

Suddenly you have o boat that behaves more like a
small yawht than a big bouncy dinghy. The 770 is mose
pevweriul than the 7 bt somehow doesn’t offer the same
seal-of-the-pants sense of speed. Al the same time it's

decidedly easier o sail

SPECIFICATIONS than the T80, a racing

ELLIOTT 770 crew of four having been
B IR LA 7 20, specificd in the 770s
Beam:...... .2.50m design brief, as opposed
Dralt s AL S0 10 10 SiX OF Séven,
Displocament: ... BXkg The ng. designed by
Bolast: .. 350k Pittwater's Sieve Kiely,

.: 1 & &
3ci areas:... Main 27.3sq m COMIprises i conventional
Genca 14 g m

2o 11 1ssqm | Shele swepl-back
Spinnoket 655 m spreader set-up on
Price (os tested): ... 546,500 spun-tapered Goldspar
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A retractable pole is
emploved {or the asymmetnic
spimmaker — it was sdopted from
thee 780 system which Duarren
Schofield and Sweve Kiely devised
and w detwitely the way of the
future. The photos hereabouts
show an alloy spnt; this has since
been changed to carbon fibre,
with & smvaller outher wn the bow

Intrinsic b the overall suceess
5 the kite cnt by sabmabker Davad
Eichmeyer, who hilped ploneer
asymmetngs on TSs walh his boat
Hid T T Givsbeedd, T connpamsy
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